Holocaust education in schools

· The Holocaust has been on the National Curriculum since 1991.
· The National Curriculum requires pupils aged between 11 and 14 to study the Holocaust.  World Study post-1900 looks at significant individuals, events and developments from across the twentieth century, including the two World Wars, the Holocaust, the Cold War, and their impact  on Britain, Europe and the wider world and aims to provide young people a balanced understanding of world history. 
· It is a legal requirement for all children between the ages of five and sixteen in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, to study the National Curriculum (except those in private schools). There are several groups that advise on what should be taught, and therefore what is in the National Curriculum, but the final decision on content rests with the Secretary of State for Education. The Holocaust is taught within the National Curriculum for History.

· The National Curriculum does not include detailed lesson plans for teachers. They plan their own lessons, taking account of their pupils' needs, according to the National Curriculum. Schools also decide for themselves which text books and other teaching materials to use.

· Furthermore Citizenship education has been statutory for pupils between 11 and 16 since September 2002. Pupils are now taught, as part of the national curriculum, about the diversity of national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the UK, and the need for mutual respect and understanding.

· Holocaust education may be taught within the subject of human rights.  In addition, aspects of the Holocaust can be taught in English Literature, Religious Education and Citizenship. In the former it is taught mainly through diaries (especially Anne Frank’s diary in KS2).

· One of the central criteria of the last review of the history national curriculum was to ensure, after consultation with representative ethnic minority groups, that it should be as inclusive as possible by providing learning opportunities for all pupils, including those from ethnic minority backgrounds, and by reflecting the cultural and ethnic diversity of today’s modern society.  

· In addition to a wide range of British, European and World history topics the national curriculum includes a statutory requirement for pupils to be taught about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, both in Britain and the wider world.
· The HET, established in 1988 to educate young people from every ethnic background about the Holocaust, chose to honour the chancellor following a pledge from the government of 1.5 million for the Trust. 

· The funding will enable the Trust to facilitate visits to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp for more than 6,000 students, which translates to two students from every high school and Further Education College in the UK. The visits are part of the Trust's "Lessons from Auschwitz" course for teachers and twelfth grade students
